


To:

Special Olympics Pennsylvania Athlete Applicants
From:

Shane Kiesner, Special Olympics Pennsylvania Senior Sports Director 

Date:

January 30, 2012
Subject:
Special Olympics Pennsylvania Athlete Application for 2013 World Winter Games


Attached you will find the Special Olympics Pennsylvania Athlete Initial Application for the 2013 World Winter Games in PyeongChang, South Korea.  

Athlete Packet

1. Athlete Minimum Standards 

2. Initial Application

Once the athlete is selected as a member of Team USA, an Athlete Information Form must be completed which includes more information on the athlete’s sizes, needs and medical background.

Selection Process

1. Athlete must review and comply with all requirements, standards and SOPA Code of Conduct.  A guardian on behalf of the athlete may also explain these requirements, standards and Code of Conduct to the athlete so they are understandable.

2. Athlete must be able to participate in all commitments.

3. Athlete (or a guardian on behalf of the athlete) must complete the initial application.

4. Athlete must return the initial application to his/her Special Olympics coach in the sport in which he/she is applying for approval and signature.

5. Coach must return the initial application to the county manager for approval and recommendation.

6. Athlete initial application must be to me via e-mail or in Pittsburgh by Friday, February 17, 2012.
7. Athlete must apply for a sport and at the designated category or level for which SOPA has allocations.  SOPA has received the following allocations for the 2013 World Winter Games: Alpine Skiing – 1 Male Category 3 – Advanced and 1 Female Category 2 Intermediate; Cross Country Skiing – 1 Male Category 1 Novice; Short Track Speed Skating – 1 Female Level 3.
8. Athlete must have competed at the 2012 SOPA Winter Games in the sport for which application is made.
9. Athletes’ placement will determine their selection order (see #7 above or page 4 for list of allocations/events) at above-mentioned state event.  Gold medallists will be selected first from the respective sport.  If there are no gold medallists who apply, then the selection will go to silver medallists, then bronze medallists, etc.  Athlete eligibility is specifically outlined under the guidelines of Article I, Section K Criteria for Advancement to Higher Level of Competition in the Special Olympics Article 1, Section K, page 11 found at http://media.specialolympics.org/soi/files/sports/Article%201-2010.pdf 

a. NOTE: Because we have athletes from Virginia, Delaware and Maryland competing at the SOPA Winter Games in sports in which we have received World Winter Games allocations, Pennsylvania athletes who finish second behind an athlete from outside of Pennsylvania will be considered as having won a Gold Medal for purposes of order of draw for selection to the 2013 World Winter Games. 
10. Athlete must be randomly drawn.  We will complete the random draw on Tuesday, February 21 and will have a representative of a SOPA local program present to witness the draw.  All applicants and their local programs will be notified of the results of the draw.
Once selected, the athlete must adhere to all Team USA and Special Olympics Pennsylvania minimum standards and requirements.  Before completing this initial application, it is important to understand that if you are filling this out for an athlete, you are making a commitment on behalf of the athlete whose name appears on the form, as well as the family and local coach.  All information collected will be kept strictly confidential.  Each athlete, family, and coach must commit to the following for an athlete to succeed as a part of Team Pennsylvania.

Special Olympics Pennsylvania Minimum Standards & Team USA Requirements

· Each athlete selected must attend all training sessions as outlined by Team USA.  This includes weekend training camps that will require athletes to be away from home and work.  Transportation problems will need to be worked out in advance.

· Team USA will hold a national training camp at a location and time TBD. At this camp, athletes and coaches will be subject to pre-delegation selection review (Athlete Selection Criteria, Athlete Information Form and Team USA Training Camp) to be conducted by the Management Team;

· The Pennsylvania Team Training Camp/Send-Off date and location are TBD.
· Family/legal guardian or local program contact must be present at all required meetings and orientations as outlined by SOPA.  Each athlete and/or their Parent or Guardian must have a working e-mail address that is regularly checked, so they can receive and respond to communications regarding their participation in Team USA and SOPA World Winter Games activities.
· Must be able to obtain a current physical/physician’s signature on a Special Olympics World Games medical form (to be distributed at a later date).  This form is required even if the athlete has a current SOPA Athlete Application on file that does not expire prior to the World Winter Games.
· Athletes must be able to be out of town, away from their families and jobs, for the duration of the Games including travel dates. The Games are scheduled from January 26 to February 6 not including travel time (exact travel dates will be available at a later date).

· Athlete must agree to train in respective sport and follow the SOPA Special Olympics Code of Conduct at all events and trainings up to and including the 2013 World Winter Games in order to represent Team Pennsylvania.

· Athlete must agree to refrain from addictive habits during all World Games events and activities which includes smoking, drinking, chewing smokeless tobacco, etc.

· Athlete must be able to endure a very long, exhausting trip away from home (over two weeks) with extended air travel to and from the Games.

· Athlete must be willing and able to be assigned to a Team USA Coach, potentially from outside PA, for the duration of travel to, during and from the Games, including housing sites, competition venues and during the delegation training camp prior to the Games;

· Athlete must be able to stay away from their families, schools and jobs for approximately a two (2) week period in Winter 2013 to attend the Games (exact travel dates will be available at a later date);

· Athlete must independently or with minimal support, manage the activities and skills of daily living, i.e. toileting, showering, personal hygiene, etc;

· Athlete must be able to function positively during the course of World Games with minimal contact from family members; 

· Athlete must understand they may be removed from the Delegation at any time for failure to adhere to the principles or to fulfill the responsibilities of the criteria as set forth by the Team USA Management Team and/or Special Olympics North America and PA. An athlete may also be removed from the Delegation for health and safety issues or reported misconduct.

· Upon selection to Team USA, athlete must be under the direction of a Delegation medical staff person who will supervise and assist the athletes in taking their medication, including athletes who self-medicate.

· NOTE: Non-Delegation members such as family members, Special Olympics staff or program representatives, or other athletes will not be allowed to travel with the Team USA Delegation.

Allocations

In winter 2013, the Special Olympics World Winter Games will be held in PyeongChang, South Korea. For more information regarding the Games, go to https://www.2013sopoc.org/hb/en/sub01_01.  

Athletes selected to represent Pennsylvania at the 2013 Special Olympics World Winter Games must demonstrate good sportsmanship, dedication to training, desire to excel in sports, an understanding of the rules of the sport, and the ability to function well as a part of a team. Athletes must not only be dedicated to their sport, but must also have the ability to commit extra time to training, travel to training camps and competition, and be involved in other World Games activities as determined by SOPA, Team USA and your coaches.

The following are the SOPA allocations for the 2013 Special Olympics World Winter Games. Alternates will be named for all positions.

SOPA 2013 WORLD WINTER GAMES ALLOCATIONS

	Sports
	Female
	Male
	Total

	Alpine Skiing – Category 3 (Advanced)
	
	1
	1

	Alpine Skiing – Category 2 (Intermediate)
	1
	
	1

	Cross Country Skiing – Category 2 (Intermediate)
	
	1
	1

	Short Track Speed Skating – Level 3
	1
	
	1

	Total Allocation
	2
	2
	4


Please note: the identified categories and levels above are the only categories and levels for which we have received allocations for the 2013 World Winter Games.  Athletes must be able to train and compete at this level in order to be eligible to be selected to Team USA for the 2013 World Winter Games.

It is preferred that athletes applying for selection compete in the category listed or above at the 2012 Special Olympics Pennsylvania Winter Games.. 

Notes:

1. This is the initial quota we received from Team USA for the 2013 World Winter Games.  In addition we requested, but did not receive quota for 1 Female Level 2 Figure Skater, 1 Category 2 Male Snowshoe athlete and 1 Floor Hockey Team.
2. We have requested the opportunity to apply for additional quota if it should become available.  If it does we will notify programs as soon as possible so athletes may apply.
3. Team USA received quota for 152 athletes from the World Winter Games Organizing Committee.  Thirty-two of these are Floor Hockey athletes (2 teams) leaving 120 spots for all other Winter Games sports.  44 states requested World Games quota for Team USA.  Team USA distributes quota to individual states based on: state’s requests, the total of quota requested overall and by sport, a desire to spread the Team USA quota among as many states as possible and the number of athletes training in a sport in a state.   
Thank you for your interest in being a part of Team USA. 
Please return your applications by Friday, February 7 to 

Shane Kiesner
Special Olympics Pennsylvania 

200 Cedar Ridge Dr, Suite 214
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
skiesner@specialolympicspa.org 

724/375-9183 FAX

800/233-5161 x241
2013 Special Olympics World Winter Games


Special Olympics Pennsylvania

Athlete Initial Application 

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE INITIAL ATHLETE APPLICATION

Please print in ink or type all sections.  All sections must be completed.  

PART A – ATHLETE INFORMATION
Athlete’s Sport: ___________________________________________________________________

Athlete’s Local Program: ____________________________________________________________

Circle Athlete’s Gender
MALE

FEMALE
Age





First Name





Last Name






Telephone

(
)





 Day

Telephone

(
)





 Evening

Telephone

(
)





 Cell

Email Address




@





PART B – PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN/OFFICIAL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parent/Legal Guardian

First Name





Last Name






Mailing Address












City





State



Postal Code



Home Telephone
(
)



 Best time to call:



Work Telephone
(
)



 Best time to call:



Mobile Telephone
(
)



 Best time to call:



Fax Number

(
)



Best time to call:



Email Address




@








(It is required that either the athlete or the parent/guardian have an e-mail address through which they can receive and respond to Team USA and SOPA World Winter Games communications.)
Official Contact Person (if different from above)

First Name





Last Name






Mailing Address












City





State



Postal Code



Home Telephone
(
)



Best time to call  




Work Telephone
(
)



Best time to call 




Mobile Telephone
(
)



Best time to call 




Fax Number

(
)





Email Address




@





(It is required that either the athlete, parent/guardian or official contact have an e-mail address through which they can receive and respond to Team USA and SOPA World Winter Games communications.)
Relationship to the athlete











PART C – ATHLETE’S SPORTS BACKGROUND

Number of years the athlete has spent training in this sport: 

    years

Has the athlete competed at the World Games / National Invitational level before?
  YES
NO

If yes, what year(s) and sport(s)?










Is the athlete willing and able to commit to an intensive training program as prescribed by your local and World Games coach?

YES

NO

Can the athlete attend training camps that may require them to be away from home and work?

YES
  
NO

Is the athlete prepared and capable of spending approx. two weeks away from home and work?

YES     
NO

Will the athlete have transportation provided to training sessions & competitions within the state as required?

YES
   
NO
PART D – TRAVEL EXPERIENCE

Has the athlete ever traveled by bus?

YES

NO

Has the athlete ever traveled by train? 
YES

NO

Has the athlete ever traveled by airplane?
YES

NO

Is the athlete claustrophobic?


YES

NO

Does the athlete experience discomfort while traveling (motion sickness, homesickness, etc.)

YES

NO

If yes, please explain








               


Is the athlete able to sit for an extended period of time like on our bus trip or plane to and from South Korea?

YES

NO

Has the athlete taken an extended trip away from home without family member or legal guardian present? 

YES

NO

PART E – ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ABOUT/FROM THE ATHETE

Please feel free to share additional information you feel would be helpful for coaches who will be chaperoning this athlete for two weeks.

PART F – ATHLETE REFERENCES

Please list three references including the athlete’s most recent coach in the sport that the athlete is hoping to compete.  References will be contacted to enhance background information about the athlete so Special Olympics Pennsylvania can better know how to meet his/her needs during the Games.  
Sport Coach Reference (Non-Family Member)

First Name




Last Name






Mobile Telephone
(
)







Email Address




@






Number of years as athlete’s coach




Signature of Sport Coach







Date 

Other References (Non-Family Member) #1:

First Name





Last Name






Home Telephone
(
)







Email Address




@






How does the athlete know this person?









How long has the athlete known this person? __________________________________________

Other References (Non-Family Member) #2:

First Name





Last Name






Home Telephone
(
)







Email Address




@






How does the athlete know this person?









How long has the athlete known this person? 








PART G – SIGNATURE OF AGREEMENT

The information presented in this application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.  

Signature of Athlete (if 18 or older)





Date 

Signature of Parent/Guardian





Date 

Signature of Person Completing the Form (if different from above)

Date 

Please give this page to your County Manager and ask them to fill it out and e-mail or mail directly to

 Shane Kiesner, 200 Cedar Ridge Drive, Suite 214, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

skiesner@specialolympicspa.org or 724/375-9183 FAX

Special Olympics County & Manager Name




Athlete Name

County Manager Additional Feedback

Although you may not personally know each applicant, we must rely on your judgment to make the appropriate contacts and recommend, or not, all of your athletes or coaches.  Please remember that if your coach or athlete does not attend the event and scratches late, this may also prevent another SOPA athlete or coach from being activated (the deadline to activate alternates is months in advance of the Games, not the day of the Event like here).  Please, also remember that the behavior of the athlete or coach does not simply reflect on that person, family, or your local program, but also SOPA and Team USA.  Therefore, your signature and comments play a critical part of the process - please do not think that it is a formality.  Please be honest and realistic with whom you are recommending, as this will provide a positive and successful experience for everyone.  
Comments













Signature







Date
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2013 World Winter Special Olympics Games

Pyeongchang, South Korea

Athlete Selection Criteria

In order for athletes to be eligible for selection to Special Olympics Team USA (Team USA), they must qualify under the guidelines of the Criteria for Advancement to Higher Level of Competition in the Special Olympics Winter Rules Book. Athletes selected to represent Team USA at the 2013 Special Olympics World Winter Games must also demonstrate good sportsmanship and the ability to function well as a part of a team. Athletes must not only be dedicated to their sport, but must also have the ability to commit extra time to training, travel to a training camp and be involved in other World Games activities as determined by their respective US Program. In addition, the athlete must meet all the individual criteria for selection to the Delegation:

· Be from an accredited US Special Olympics Program;

· Have participated in an accredited US Program Winter Sports Training Program. This training must be conducted in regular conditions for the sport, if at all possible. The Training Program is defined as at least an eight week course as outlined in the Winter Sports Rule Book;

· Have won a gold medal in the sport in which they are qualifying at the state level of competition;

· Train and compete in their respective sport in the year preceding the World Games;

· Upon selection, attend all training sessions as outlined by his/her US Program. This may include training camps that will require athletes to be away from home, work or school. Transportation issues will need to be worked out in advance;

· Attend the National Training Camp, scheduled for approximately five days in December 2012; actual date and location, TBD;
· Have a local coach identified to work in coordination with a Team USA sport-specific Coach for training;

· Have a family member, legal guardian or Local Program contact at required meetings outlined by their US Program;

· Be subject to pre-delegation selection review (Athlete Selection Criteria, Athlete Information Form and Team USA Training Camp) to be conducted by the Management Team;

· Be able to obtain a physical and/or physician’s signature on a World Games medical by the registration deadline;

· Be able to handle a long travel day (primarily air travel) independently or with minimal supervision;
· Adhere to the Team USA Code of Conduct;

· Be assigned to a Team USA Coach, potentially from outside your state, for the duration of travel to, during and from the Games, including housing sites, competition venues and during the Delegation training camp prior to the Games;

· Be able to stay away from their families, schools and jobs for approximately a two (2) week period in January-February 2013 to attend the Games (exact travel dates will be available at a later date);

· Independently or with minimal support, manage the activities and skills of daily living, i.e. toileting, showering, personal hygiene, etc;

· Function positively during the course of World Games with minimal contact from family members; 

· Upon selection to Team USA, commit to a Team USA Training Program in advance of the World Games; 

· Understand they may be removed from the Delegation at any time for failure to adhere to the principals or fulfill the responsibilities of the criteria as set forth by the Team USA Management Team and/or Special Olympics North America. An athlete may also be removed from the Delegation for health and safety issues or reported misconduct.

· Upon selection to Team USA, be under the direction of a Delegation medical staff person who will supervise and assist the athletes in taking their medication, including athletes who self-medicate.

· NOTE: Non-Delegation members such as family members, Special Olympics staff or program representatives, or other athletes will not be allowed to travel with the Team USA Delegation.
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