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TO:                     Sports and Competition CoordinatorsPRIVATE 
FROM:

SOPA Sports Department

DATE: 

Monday July 23, 2018
RE:

Western Fall Sectional
CC:

Program Managers and Field Directors

The Fall competition season is quickly approaching, so it is time to start preparations for the Western Fall Sectional. This year’s WFS will be on Sunday, September 23rd at Slippery Rock University. The students and staff at SRU have been working since the spring to make sure that the 2018 event will be another outstanding event on their campus.  Enclosed in this packet you will find the all the registration materials for the 2018 Western Fall Sectional.
The letter of intent can be found on page 5 of this packet. Please review the following chart to see upcoming deadlines: 

	Event
	    Letter of Intent &     Transportation Form
	On-Line Roster Registration & Information

Due Date
	Email LOI and completed registration packets to:

	Western Fall Sectional

September 23, 2018
	Thursday,

August 23, 2018 by 11:59pm
	Thursday, August 30, 2018 by 11:59pm
	Mike Ermer – 

mermer@specialolympicspa.org
  


In the event of cancellation of all or a part of any Special Olympics Pennsylvania Fall Sectional due to weather or unforeseen circumstances, the event will not be rescheduled.  Selection of athletes and teams to Fall Fest in those sports where the Sectionals are a qualifier will be done by random draw of all athletes/teams for whom an interest in advancing to Fall Fest was indicated on the Sectional Games registration forms.

IMPORTANT UPDATES:
Bocce allocations
· Bocce continues to grow within SOPA and because of that, we provide Allocations for Sectional and State games. For more information on Allocations and updated information on “How to complete your Bocce Entry Score” please see Bocce updates on page 8-10. 
Registration Due Dates
· Registration is due on Thursdays. This will help us collect all information and start data entry on Friday, allowing us to get information back to you sooner. 
· The Letter of Intent will be 100% online form.  Simply click the link complete all information for number of athletes you plan to send to the event and click submit.  https://goo.gl/forms/Vm7NGPHpRb0liVSq1 
Athlete Medicals

· All coaches are required to have a hard copy of their athletes’ medical on hand at the event.  
EVENT INFORMATION:
Contact Person

· Each Program’s Sports and Competition Coordinator will serve as the single point of contact for all communications between the local program and the respective Competition Director. In cases where there is no Sports and Competition Coordinator, or they are otherwise unavailable, the Program Manager can serve as this single point of contact.  

· The Coach Handbook, containing more specific event information, will be e-mailed to the Sports and Competition Coordinator two (2) weeks prior to the event and will be available on the Sport & Competition tab of the SOPA website (http://www.specialolympicspa.org/ways-to-help/volunteer/forms?highlight=WyJmb3JtcyJd) 
Event Discount
· Remember information received after the posted deadline date will cost your delegation a chance to earn a 30% reduction in your athlete assessment fees and may cost your program an additional $250 fee.  Information received more than 3 days past the posted deadline will not be accepted.

Inclement Weather

· If an event or a portion of an event is rained out unfortunately we do not have enough time to reschedule before the State Event. Here is what happens to the qualifier sports that are rained out:
· All teams who indicated (on their team roster due with the delegations entry forms) they were interested in attending the State Games are placed in a hat.
· Teams are drawn until all allocations are full.
· Two or three alternate teams are drawn.
· Program Sports & Competition Coordinators as well as Managers will be notified after the drawing.

REQUIRED INFORMATION TO ATTEND SECTIONALS:

Athlete Application

· A copy of all current, fully completed (both sides) applications dated no more than three (3) year prior to the date of your fall sectional competition must be in the athletes’ database record or emailed to sportstraining@specialolympicspa.org . It is important that athlete applications be up-to-date in the SOPA database prior to the posted deadlines for completion and submission of the online roster and registration paperwork in order to ensure that the athletes you want to bring to the Fall Sectionals are eligible to attend.
· Please contact sportstraining@specialolympicspa.org .  If you have any questions about completion or approval of athlete applications.

· If you are unable to upload the application into the database you may fax or scan it to:

· Fax – 724.375.9183

· Scanned and email to sportstraining@specialolympicspa.org 
Alternates

· Athletes may be registered in only one sport for each competition unless registration forms indicate that registration for or competition in multiple sports is allowed.  In addition, an individual may be listed as an athlete or an alternate on only one team.

· For Individual Sports, alternates must be activated by 5:00 pm the Monday prior to the start of a competition in order to be eligible to compete.  Individual sports include Alpine Skiing, Aquatics, Athletics, Basketball Skills, Bowling Singles, Cross Country Skiing, Equestrian, Figure Skating, Floor Hockey Individual Skills, Golf, Gymnastics, LDR/W, Powerlifting, Roller Skating, Soccer Skills, Speed Skating, Snowshoeing, Tennis and Volleyball Skills.

· For Team Sports, we encourage activation by the Monday prior, but will continue to accept scratches and activations of alternates up through the end of registration at the event.  Team sports include Basketball (3v3 and 5v5), Bocce Doubles, Bowling Doubles and Four Person Team, Floor Hockey, Soccer (5-a-side, 7-a-side and 11-a-side), Softball, Volleyball and Unified Sports® Teams.

· Forms will be sent to the Sports and Competition Coordinator after the registration deadline for use in submitting all scratches and activations.  

Coaches and Unified Sports® Partners
· If staying overnight as part of the 1:4 ratio must be at least 18 years of age.
· Coaches, HOD’s, Unified Sports® Partners, Delegation Volunteers, 1-on-1 staff, chaperones, etc. are considered Class “A” volunteers and in order to attend a Special Olympics Pennsylvania competition or stay in SOPA provided housing as a member of a participating delegation, must have all of the following:

·  A record in the SOPA database. 
· Completed the Special Olympics Pennsylvania on-line General Orientation.
· Completed the Special Olympics Protective Behaviors Trainings & Concussion Training within the past 3 years. (16 and over for Unified Sports ®Partners)
· Have a current (within the past 5 years) Pennsylvania State Criminal Record Check on file prior to the start of the season.  
· Unified Sports® Partners must have a copy of all current, fully completed (both sides) applications dated no more than three (3) year prior to the date of your fall sectional competition must be in the partners’ database record or emailed to sportstraining@specialolympicspa.org
· May have one role only during trainings and competitions.  Sports Directors, HOD’s, Officials, Unified Sports Partners or Games Management Team members may not be registered as coaches at competitions within the one-coach–to-four-athletes ratio.  
· Coaches, athletes and Unified Sports® partners may not chaperone additional non-athlete family members during competitions.
· You may submit unlimited alternate coaches.  Programs will not be able to replace coaches unless they have alternates listed on the included Coach/Volunteer Registration Form.  If a coach is scratched and no alternates are listed, the 1:4 ratio must be met by scratching athletes, if necessary.
· 1 certified coach per sport or team. Each individual sport, such as LDR/W, powerlifting, bocce must have one (1) certified coach per sport.  For Team sports, such as volleyball and soccer, each team must have a certified coach.
· Contact Jennifer Tresp, Jtresp@specialolympicspa.org for questions on certified coaches.

Fall Sectional Competition Checklist

(Use this list to ensure that all necessary items have been completed and submitted.)
DEADLINE #1:   

	√ Here when
Complete
	Form or item requiring attention
	Date submitted

	
	Letter of Intent                                 (Submit  via web link)
	

	
	Transportation Form                                              
	


LOI Link: https://goo.gl/forms/Vm7NGPHpRb0liVSq1 
Due dates for the above items are Thursday August 23 at 11:59p.m. 
DEADLINE #2:

	# of forms

Submitted
	Form 
	Date Submitted

	
	On-Line Roster                             
	

	
	Coach/Volunteer Registration Form                 
	

	
	
	

	
	Athlete Registration Forms                        
	

	
	Bocce Doubles                                                         
	

	
	Long Distance Running/Walking                        
	

	
	Powerlifting                                                             
	

	
	Soccer Individual Skills                                          
	

	
	Soccer – 5-a-side Traditional                                
	

	
	Soccer – 5-a-side Unified Sports®                        
	

	
	Soccer -  7 – a-side Traditional                             
	

	
	Soccer – 7-a-side Unified Sports®                        
	

	
	Soccer – 11-a-side Traditional                              
	

	
	Volleyball Individual Skills                                    
	

	
	Volleyball Traditional Team                                 
	

	
	Volleyball Unified Sports® Team                         
	


Due dates for the above items are Thursday August 30 at 11:59 p.m. 
DELEGATION TRANSPORTATION REQUEST FORM

AREA/COUNTY:

SPORTS AND COMPETITION COORDINATOR:  
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2018 Special Olympics Pennsylvania Fall Sectional Registration Packet
Coaches Registration Form:
1.  Programs must have at least one Special Olympics certified coach for each individual sport registered to compete in and ONE CERTIFIED COACH FOR EACH TEAM COMPETING IN A TEAM SPORT (ex: if you have two volleyball teams you must have two certified volleyball coaches)

2.  All coaches/Unified Sports Partners, HOD’s, and Class A volunteers over the age of 16 must meet all required elements (ie: CRC, General Orientation, Protective Behaviors, etc.), see pages 4-5 of this document for details. 
3.  Head Coaches must be 18 years or older to attend this event within the one to four ratio.

4.  Abbreviations for coaches and sport for use on Coach/Volunteer Registration Form are as follows:
HOD – Head of Delegation              

HC – Head Coach                               
AC – Assistant Coach
                         
1:1 – One of One   
BC – Bocce                              
LDR/W – Long Distance Running/Walking    
PL – Powerlifting  
SO – Soccer    

SOI – Soccer Individual Skills                                     
VB – Volleyball 

VBI – Volleyball Individual Skills

Minimum and Maximum number of Athletes per Team:
	Sport
	Minimum # of players
	Maximum # of players

	5-a-side Soccer
	6 players
	10 players

	5-a-side Unified Sports® Soccer
	6 players (3 athletes/3 partners)
	10 players (5 athletes/5 partners)

	7-a-side
	8 players
	12 players

	7-a-side Unified Sports® Soccer
	8 players (4 athletes/4 partners)
	12 players (6 athletes/6 partners)

	11-a-side Soccer
	12 players
	15 players

	Volleyball
	7 players
	10 players

	Volleyball – Unified 
	8 players (4 players/4 partners)
	10 Players (5 athletes/5 partners)


2018 Qualifier Allotments 
Soccer 5v5 teams and 7v7 teams, as well as Volleyball teams, will be drawn in the week following the event.  We will determine qualifying numbers once all team registration is received from all 3 regions.
Online Roster

Athlete/Coach Online Roster   

· On-line roster is DUE with the Registration Entry Forms by Thursday at 11:59 p.m.
· Athletes and coaches not listed on this roster will not be eligible to attend the Fall Sectionals.

· Include all alternate coaches and athletes.

· If you are unable to click on an athlete or coach it is generally due to a missing or expired athlete application or CRC.  Please check the record in the SOPA database to determine why they are “inactive” and not available on your online roster.  Contact vsyshelp@specialolympicspa.org for assistance if you are unsure of the reason.  

Form locations for Rosters:
· http://www.specialolympicspa.org/ways-to-help/volunteer/forms?highlight=WyJmb3JtcyJd
· All forms will be attached to initial email and will be posted on the SOPA website as a word documents.

Bocce Allocations
Allocations 

· Each part of the state (Central, East and West) will host 50 traditional doubles teams (2 athletes) and 10 unified doubles teams (1 athlete and 1 partner) at the Fall Sectional.

· These traditional doubles teams will be allocated based on the programs previous year’s training numbers.

· Advancement: Double and Unified Double teams will be drawn in the week following the event.  
· Traditional: Each section will advance 25 traditional teams
· Unified: Previously we took 15 Unified teams and each section would get 5 slots regardless of the number of eligible teams. This has led to inequities in advancement opportunities. In order to be more equitable, we will identify advancement numbers in the following manner:
· We will determine qualifying numbers from sectionals once all team registration is received from all 3 regions.

· We will still advance a total of 15 Unified teams to Fall Fest

· Allocations will calculated using the following steps: 

· Identify total number of teams from each sectional interested in advancement
· Identify the total number of interested teams from across the state interested in advancement.
· Divide the total number of teams from each sectional by the total interested in the state to generate a %.
· Apply that % to the total number of available spots to generate the number of advancements for each section
· Example: 
· 30 interested teams for 15 advancement spots
· Identify teams interested in advancement from East, Central and West:
· East = 18
· Central = 8
· West = 4
· Identify Total Teams interested in advancement: 30
· Generate Percentage:
· East: 18/30 = 60%
· Central: 8/30 = 27%
· West: 4/30 = 13%
· Calculate # of Advancements:
· East 15 X 60% = 9 teams
· Central: 15 X 27% = 4 teams
· West: 15 X 13% = 2 teams
· Fall Fest Selection: How will the drawing work?
· Eligible teams must have indicated Fall Fest interest on their registration form.

· Athletes will be drawn as teams, not individuals.

· Gold medal doubles team winners will be placed in the hat first and drawn to fill the 25 slots.  

· If we have insufficient gold medal doubles teams to fill all slots, we will move to silver then bronze to fill any remaining slots, etc.

· Alternates

· We will draw 5 alternate doubles teams for both traditional and Unified.  

· If one member of the team has to scratch, you may activate an athlete or partner who competed at the sectional to complete your doubles team.  

· If both members of the team have to scratch from Fall Fest, we will remove that team and activate the first alternate that was selected from the section that had a scratched team. If the first alternate team can’t participate, we will move to the second alternate and continue down the list until the spot is filled. 
HOW TO COMPLETE YOUR BOCCE ENTRY SCORE

	
	1 ft. foul line
	
	

	Delivery/Foul  Line


	Half Court Line
	               (12.20-meters)         

X                    X                     X

(9.15-meters)          (15.24-meter)
	Delivery/Foul Line

	
	1 ft. foul line
	                                                 
	


a. Purpose – To measure the athlete’s ability to play the pallina.

b. Equipment

· Bocce Balls (8)

· Marked Court (12’ x 60’) 

· First target at 9.15-meters, second target at 12.20-meters feet and the third target at 15.24-meter 

· Tape Measures

c. Description – Each athlete should play one modified games, called a set. 

· The athlete should alternate from each end of the court and play the following allotted balls. 
·  The athlete should not surpass the foul line when he/she plays the allotted balls: 
· The referee places the pallina on the marked spot (center) 9.15-meter (30-foot) line, and the player should play eight balls. The referee will measure the closest three balls and record their distance in centimeters. 

· The referee will then place the pallina on the marked spot (center) at the 12.20-meter (40-foot) line, and the player should play eight balls. The referee will measure the closest three balls and record their distance in centimeters. 

· The referee will then place the pallina on the marked spot (center) 15.24-meter (50-foot) line, and the player should play eight balls. The referee will measure the closest three balls and record their distance in centimeters. 

d. Additional notes:

· During the divisioning process, if the pallina is moved from its spot at 9.15-meters (30 ft), 12.20-meters (40 ft) or 15.24-meters (50 ft), it is to be replaced on the spot before the next ball is rolled and before any measurements are taken. 

· Measurements 
· To be consistent across the state the following measuring will be used at all sectional and state events.

 О                                            О
·  Place the zero end of the tape measure at the center base of the bocce ball.

· Pull the measuring tape back until it is directly above the pallina.

· Record this distance in centimeters.  

· If the bocce and pallina are touching the score is zero.

e. Scoring

· Each player plays one end

· Three scores are recorded for each distance (This totals 9 scores) 

· Add the 9 closest distances together to find the athlete’s individual entry score.

· To find the doubles team entry score add both athletes’ individual scores together.
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